Parent Guide: English Language Arts/Literacy Student Score Report

The PARCC ELA test measures how well students are meeting academic expectations and learning the
knowledge and skills they need in order to stay on track in school as they prepare for college or a career. The
test measures complex skills such as critical thinking, persuasive writing, and problem-solving. It is just one
of many ways that teachers and schools measure whether your child is on track for success.

Teachers use the scores to improve teaching and learning and to customize instruction to meet each student’s
needs. Parents receive one report for English language arts and one for mathematics.

NOTE: Below is a sample score report.

Key Information in the Score Report
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May need additional support to meet expectations at the next grade level On track for the next grade level

o How did your child do overall? Your child’s score (see below) fits into one of five performance
levels. Level 1 isthe lowest performance level; Level 5 is the highest. See #2 for an explanation of
what each level means.

e What does each performance level mean? Level 4 is the target. It shows that your child has met
expectations and is well prepared for the next grade level. (This is what some states call “proficient.”)
Levels 1, 2 and 3 show a child did not fully meet expectations. Level 5 shows the child did better than
what is expected for the grade level.

e What was my child’s score? The purple bar graph shows the score ranges for each performance level.
In addition to the exact score, the black triangle shows how close your child’s score is to the next
performance level.

Is my child on track? The words under the purple bar graph show that students who score at Level 1,
2 or 3 may need extra help to be successful at the next grade level. Students performing at Level 4 or
Level 5 are on track for the next grade level. Not all states include this language in the parent score
report.
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6 How do I compare scores? Unlike many previous state test score reports, PARCC score reports
show how your student is performing compared to the average for students on the same test in the
school, district, and state. Some states also include a comparison to students in all states that took the
test, called the cross-state average.

o How did students in my state do? This shows the percentage of students at each performance level

in your state. This gives you a sense of how students are doing overall in your state, and how your
child’s performance compares.

0 How Did Your Child Perform in Reading and Writing?
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o How did my child do in reading and writing? Your child received a sub-score on a set of questions
in each area. Students who just met expectations score 50 in reading and 35 in writing. Higher scores
show your child exceeded expectations, while lower scores show he/she has not fully met the
expectations. You can also see the average score for students in the school, district, and state. These
sub-scores do not add up to the overall score. Some states also include a cross-state average
comparison to students in other states that took the same test.
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o ° LITERARY TEXT

Your child performed about the same as students
who did not yet meet or partially met
expectations. Students meet expectations by
showing they can read and analyze fiction, drama,
and poetry.

G INFORMATIONAL TEXT

Your child performed about the same as students
who approached expectations. Students meet
expectations by showing they can read and analyze
nonfiction, history, science, and the arts.

o VOCABULARY

Your child performed about the same as students
who met or exceeded expectations. Students
meet expectations by showing they can use context
to determine what words and phrases mean.

° WRITING EXPRESSION

Your child performed about the same as students who
did not yet meet or partially met expectations.
Students meet expectations by showing they can
compose well-developed writing, using details from
what they have read.

° KNOWLEDGE AND USE OF LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

Your child performed about the same as students who
met or exceeded expectations. Students meet
expectations by showing they can compose writing
using rules of standard English.

LEGEND
Your child performed about the same as students who:

Met or Exceeded Approached Did Not Yet Meet
Expectations Expectations or Partially
Met Expectations

e How did my child do in different areas of reading and writing? This section shows where your
child is excelling and where he/she needs extra support. Each area, such as vocabulary and writing
expression, includes a description of what it looks like to meet the expectations.

What do the arrows mean? The arrows give you a quick rundown on how your child is doing
compared to students who are meeting expectations. The legend explains that in words.
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